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In this article, we stated that we had developed a direct method for conversion of epoxides to a-hydroxyphosphonates
by the reaction of a trialkylphosphite with an epoxide and trimethylsilyl chloride in 5 M solution of lithium perchlorate
in diethyl ether (LPDE). After reinvestigating the structures of the hydroxyphosphonates, which were reported in
Table 1 by 13C NMR spectroscopy, we withdraw our claims to have prepared a-hydroxyphosphonates derived from
terminal and cyclohexyl epoxides (Table 1, entries 2–6).
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We apologize for any inconvenience caused.
0040-4039/$ - see front matter � 2005 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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